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TO THE KNIGHTS, CITIZENS, AND BURGESSES, 
In Parliament Assembled. 



TENTH REPORT 



OF THE 

COMMISSIONERS OF THE IRISH FISHERIES, 
Pursuant to the Act 59 Geo. 3 . c. 109 - s. 66 ; 
Being for the year ended the 5 th of April 1829 - 



T HE Commissioners, previously to giving an account of their last year’s 
proceedings, consider it their duty to direct the attention of the Govern- 
ment and the Legislature to the approaching termination of the present Fishery 
Laws, and the expediency of guarding against the injurious effects of a too 
sudden discontinuance of established regulations, which have already produced 
considerable advantages in the Maritime Districts of Ireland, and promise still 
more extensive prospective benefits. The Act of the 7th of Geo. IV. c. 47, 
will expire on the 5th of April 1 830 ; but as the whole of the Commissioners 
dealings with the Public will not, in all probability, be wound up by that period, 
a considerable arrear of business must necessarily remain to be provided for, until 
finally disposed of. This arrear will consist of the completion of some of the 
Piers and Quays now in progress, or for the execution of which this Board has 
entered into engagement, and which will most probably not be finished by that 
period ; and also the collection of the Outstanding Debts, and making up the 
accounts of the Irish Fishery Loan Fund. 

Having now, as they conceive, discharged an indispensable duty, in soliciting 
the consideration of Government and the Legislature to the expediency of 
providing, by a timely arrangement, lor the superintendence and final adjust- 
ment of the arrears just mentioned, the Commissioners next proceed to present 
the account of their last year’s proceedings, which they beg to arrange under 
the following heads, viz. : — 

Irish Fishery Loan Fund ; 

Piers and Quays; and 
General Observations. 



Irish Fishery Loan Fund . — BY a reference to Appendix, No. 8. of this 
Report, it will be seen that this Fund, on the 5th April 1829, consisted of 
a sum of cash and securities amounting to £.17,362. 14s. 1 d. Its objects 
have been fully set forth by the Commissioners, in their Eighth Report to 
Parliament ; while a Statement in detail of the benefits conferred by it, may be 
found in their subsequent or Ninth Report, presented last session. W hen that 
Report was submitted to the Legislature, the Irish Fishery Loan Fund was 
principally made up of the Savings that accumulated under the 66th section of 
the 59th of Geo. 3, c. 109, which placed under the management of the Com- 
missioners the annual sum of £.5,000, former currency of Ireland, “ to be 
“ applied by the Commissioner s in the encouragement of the Coast Fisheries, 
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“ under such orders, rules, regulations and directions, as the said Commissioners 
“ shall from time to time think fit to make for that purpose,” &c. &c. 

To these Savings were added the annual sum of £. 500, former currency of 
Ireland, pursuant to the 9th section of the 5th of Geo. IV. c. 64. and subse- 
quently a further sum of £.4,203. 7 s. British, being so much as has been 
collected of the sum of £.5,000 British, committed to the management of the 
Commissioners by the London Tavern Committee in 1 822, and now incorporated 
by authority of that body with the other monies which constitute the Irish Fishery 
Loan Fund. 

From the foregoing sources, the Commissioners have been enabled to establish 
a Fund, which has already conferred important benefits on the poorer Maritime 
Districts of Ireland ; but as it is formed on the principle of reproduction , it 
necessarily follows that a large portion of it must consist of Securities or Pro- 
missory Notes, which will remain outstanding on the 5th of April 1830, and 
which will constitute a great portion of the arrears set forth in the commence- 
ment of this Report. 

By referring to the Appendix, No. 9. of this Report, it will be seen, that from 
the early part of the year 1827, when the Fund first came into operation, up to 
the 5th of April 1 829, (the day to which this Report is made up), the gross 
amount of Promissory Notes passed by poor Fishermen, for repairs of their 
Boats and supplies of Fishery Apparatus, amounted to the sum of £. 11,871. 9 s., 
and the gross amount of Notes passed for new Boats amounted to £. 2,564. 1 35. 8 c?., 
making altogether the sum of £. 14,436. 2 s. 8 d., of which sum only £. 3,1 82. 7 s. 
was in arrear on the 5th of April 1829, an ^ the remainder had not fallen due at 
that date. 



Fishery Piers and Quays. — THE Commissioners, having referred to their 
Engineer the Reports which they had procured from their local Officers on the 
effects produced by the Improvements which had been executed on the Coast, 
now annex as an Appendix (No. 1 o.) that Officer’s Report ; and they have much 
satisfaction in particularly calling the attention of the Government to the fol- 
lowing extracts from that Document : — “ Houses and Villages of an improved 
“ class, with Schools, Public Establishments, Post-office communications, and 
“ other proofs of civilization, are progressively appearing in those uncivilized 
“ and sequestered Districts, heretofore only known as safe places for illicit 
“ distillation, smuggling, and other unlawful practices.” He further states : — 
“ Notwithstanding the unusual heights of tides, concurrent with storms of 
“ unprecedented violence during last winter and spring, I have the satisfaction 
“ to state, that not a single casualty worthy of notice has occurred, either to the 
“ ^finished Works or to those in progress." 



General Observations. — THE Commissioners, in presenting the usual Annual 
Returns which form a part of the Appendix to this Report, think it necessary to 
remark, that although the amount of Bounties paid in the Irish Fisheries for the 
last season appears less than the sum paid in any former season, yet the diminu- 
tion is chiefly attributable to the reduction which has annually taken place in the 
Barrel and Tonnage Bounties, under the Act of the 5th of Geo. IV. c. 64. 
The gradual extension, however, of the Fisheries of Ireland for the last seven 
years (taken from the Officer’s Returns) will appear obvious, by the following 
Statement, showing a regular increase of Fishermen engaged therein from the 
Year ended the 5th of April 1822 to the Year ended the 5th of April 1829 ; 



Year ended 5th of April 1822 - 


36,159 


- Ditto - 


ditto 


1823 - - - 


44.892 


- Ditto - 


ditto 


1824 - 


49,448 


- Ditto - 


ditto 


1825 - - - 


52,482 


- Ditto - 


ditto 


1826 .... 


57,805 


- Ditto - 


ditto 


1827 - - - - 


58,044 


- Ditto - 


ditto 


1828 - 


59,32 1 


- Ditto - 


ditto 


1829 (see Appendix, No. 1.) 


- 63,421 



Taking, 
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Taking, therefore, the two extreme years of this Account comparatively with 
each other ; viz. the year ended the 5th of April 1822, and 5th of April 1829, 
the number of Men employed in the Irish Fisheries have nearly been doubled 
within the last Seven Years. 

The Increase of each year over the preceding one (according to the foregoing 
Statement), will stand thus ; viz. — 

Men. 



Increase in the Year ended the 5th of April 


1823 - 


- 8,733 


- - - Ditto - 


- - ditto - 


1824 - 


- 4 > 5.56 


- - Ditto - 


- - ditto - - - 


1825 - 


- 3.034 


- - - Ditto - 


- - ditto - - - 


1826 - 


- 5.323 


- - Ditto - 


- - ditto - 


1827 - 


239 


- - - Ditto - 


- - ditto - - - 


1828 - 


- U 277 


- Ditto - 


- - ditto - - - 


1829 - 


4,100 


Total Increase in the last Seven Years - ■ 


- - 27,262 



That the progressive increase in the Coast Fishery establishment of Ireland, 
exhibited by those Returns, and which has been produced by the stimulus given 
to that important branch of industry since 1820, has been rather under than over- 
rated, the Commissioners have reason to believe ; as well as that the general diffu- 
sion of comparative prosperity in the Maritime Towns is strikingly observable. 

The liberal Bounties which were granted by the Acts of the 59th of Geo. 3, 
c. 109, and 1. Geo, IV. c. 82, having been fora considerable time unavailable to 
a class of persons very generally destitute of capital, the Commissioners were 
induced to direct their attention for the last three years to the removal of that 
difficulty by the institution of the Loan Fund before mentioned ; and whatever 
may be the variety of opinions on the expediency of a bounty system, there 
appears to have been a very general concurrence in the approbation of this 
measure, and it has been acknowledged by some of the Board’s Officers who 
originally doubted its utility, that the best effects, both moral and practical, have 
followed its institution. The advantages of a good character, and of peaceable 
and industrious habits, are practically taught by the regulation which requires, as 
a preliminary condition of obtaining a Loan, satisfactory testimonials of those 
qualifications. Almost the possibility of a direct misapplication of the loan is 
guarded against, by giving boats or materials only, and not money. There is no 
interference with private trade, the fisherman being permitted to select his own 
builder, or to take his supply of materials wherever he can procure them on the 
best terms ; and the strongest inducements to punctuality are produced by with- 
holding from those who are defaulters without good cause, all the benefits of 
further aid. 

The advantages which have resulted from the erection of Piers and Quays to 
the Agriculture, as well as the Fisheries of Ireland, having been practically 
proved, the Commissioners rarely experience any difficulty at present in eliciting 
local contributions in aid of their Grants for those purposes ; and while, in the 
early stages of their proceedings, there was an unwillingness to contribute even the 
minimum rate of aid required by the Act, the applications of Proprietors willing 
to co-operate in a much larger proportion have within the last year far exceeded 
the Funds at the disposal of the Board. The numerous advantages attainable by 
a more general application of the principle of local contribution have been 
abundantly proved ; and if it should be hereafter determined to persevere in those 
plans of encouragement to the Coast Fisheries, the Commissioners are of opinion, 
that by some modification of the present local regulations, with some additional 
powers which can only be attained by legislative interference, a very excellent 
system of permanent encouragement may be produced. 

The generally peaceable and industrious habits of the Maritime Peasantry, 
during a period of considerable disturbance in other parts of the Country, furnish 
satisfactory proofs of the good effects that have resulted from the aid afforded ; 
and the Commissioners have been assured by some of their practical officers that 
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a grateful sense of the beneficence of the Government has very generally suc- 
ceeded to distrust and apathy. 

Neither are the benefits merely confined to the Maritime Districts. Several 
Towns and Districts in the interior are generally supplied in abundance with 
Cured Fish ; and although the still large import of Scotch Fish may suggest an 
inference contradictory of the fact of increased domestic production, there are 
strong reasons for believing, that it is caused by the growing taste and demand 
for Fish throughout the Country, as well as its having become a substitute, in 
many places, for the offal of provisions, of which the quantity is materially 
diminished since the decrease which has taken place in the Provision Trade of 
Ireland. 



At a period when the expediency of continuing or relinquishing the principle 
of legislative encouragement to the Fisheries of Ireland must become a subject 
for the consideration of the Government, it may be interesting to know that from 
the commencement of the Board’s operations in 1819, up to the period of this 
Report, the Total Payments made by or on account of the Commissioners of 
the Irish Fisheries, were as follow : — 



£. s. d. 

Piers and Quays -------- 22,978 11 4 

New Boats, repairs of Boats, and supplies of Fishing Gear 16,530 6 10 

Fishery Bounties - - - - 150,637 2 8 

Salaries and Incidents ------- 55,064 13 - 



Total - - - £. 245,210 13 10 



With respect to the first item in the foregoing Statement, of £. 22,978. 1 15. 4 d. 
on account of Piers and Quays, the Commissioners beg to remark, that no less 
a sum than £. 1 1 ,3 1 3. 3 s. 6 d. of this amount has been defrayed by contributions 
from Charitable Committees and from private sources ; the remaining portion of 
the expenditure having been granted from the Money committed to the manage- 
ment of the Commissioners pursuant to the 66th section of the 59th Geo. 3, 
c. 109. 

And with regard to the second item in the foregoing Statement, of 
£•16,530. 6 s. 10 d. for assistance rendered Poor Fishermen in aid of building 
and repairing their Boats, the Commissioners beg to observe, that although 
actual payments have been made to the extent of the sum before stated, yet 
a large proportion of it is repayable. 
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APPENDIX. 



1 



LIST. 



No 

1. — ACCOUNT of the number of Decked Vessels, Half Decked Vessels, Open Sail Boats, Row 

Boats ; total number of Fishermen employed ; number of Curing Houses, number of Men 
employed therein; number of Men employed in gutting and packing; number of Coopers, 
number of Sail Makers, number of Net Makers; and the total number of Fishermen and 
Tradesmen employed in the Irish Fisheries ; for the year ended 5th April 1829 - - p. 8 

2. — ACCOUNT of the number of Vessels which were fitted out upon the Tonnage Bounty 

in Ireland, and which sailed from the therein-mentioned Ports ; showing the Tonnage and Men 
thereof, the Fish taken on which Bounty was paid, and the Bounty also paid on the Tonnage, 
in the year ended 5th April 1829 - - - - - - - - - -p. 10 

3. ACCOUNT of the number of Barrels of Herrings which have been marked for the Production 

Bounty in Ireland ; distinguishing those gutted with a knife from those otherwise gutted, with 
the amount of Bounty allowed thereon, in the year ended 5th April 1829 ... ibid. 

4. — ACCOUNT of the number of Cwls. of White Fish which have been marked for the Production 

Bounty, with the Bounty allowed thereon, in the year ended 5th April 1829 - - p. 11 

5. — ACCOUNT of Fish exported from the Fishery Districts of Ireland, between 5th April 1828 

and 5th April 1829 ; distinguishing the species of Fish, the Quantity, and the Places to which 
exported - -- -- -- -- -- -- - ibid. 

6. — ACCOUNT of Payments made in discharge of Officers Salaries, and also in discharge of the 

incidental Expenses of the Commissioners of the Irish Fisheries, for the year ended 5th April 
1829 --------------- p. 12 

7. — ACCOUNT of the Annual Fund of £.5,000, late currency, or £.4,615. 74. 8d. present cur- 

rency, granted to the Commissioners of the Irish Fisheries, pursuant to the Act of the 59 Geo. 3, 
c. 109, s. 66; and of all Sums contributed in aid of said Fund, for one year, from the 5th April 
1828 to the 5th April 1829 ; and of the Engagements of the Board to the same period - ibid. 

8. — ACCOUNT showing the actual state of the Irish Fishery Loan Fund, as it stood on the 

5th April 1829 p. 15 

9. — ACCOUNT showing the gross amount of Promissory Notes passed by the Fishermen in each 

District, for Repairs and Supplies of Boats, and for building New Boats, from the commencement 
of the Fund in the year 1827 to the 5th April 1829 - ibid. 

10. — REPORT of James Donnell, Harbour Engineer and Inspector of Harbours, to the Board of 

Commissioners of Irish Fisheries - - - - - - - - . -p. 16 
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Appendix, No. 1 . 



fjumbe r of Fishermen employed, Number of Curing Houses, Number of Men employed therein, Number of Men 
Total Number of Fishermen and Tradesmen employed in the Irish Fisheries ; for the year ended 5th April 1829. 



No. 


Men. 


employed. 


96 


669 


2,066 


464 


2,355 


2,438 


53 2 


3>'9 2 


3,503 


7«3 


3,882 


3,882 


306 


2,224 


i 3,353 



Fish Ci 




Number 
of Persons 


Coopers : 


No. of 

Curing Houses. 


No. of Men ' 
employed 


Gutting and 
Packing. 


Number 
of them. 


Nil. 


Nil. 


120 


no 


10 


11 


Nil. 




43 


132 


300 


Nil. 


12 


24 






20 


uncertain. 


uncertain. 


21 


Nil. 


Nil. 


Nil. 


Nil. 


Nil. 


Nil. I 


Nil. 

f 


Nil. 

Many coopers 


8 


Nil. 


Nil. ^ 


but none cm- fi 
ployed in the y 
fishery. 


37 


74 


148 


20 


# 398 { 


Same as in gut 
ting & packing 


"j. 1,066 





The fishermen make their o^ 

8 I 2,028 



1 ,040 1,822 


r Each person 

~ None- | fish' 5 in* °his 


3,419 3,776 


* 599 1,797 \ 


3,508 4,612 


* 210 1,282 


1,025 1,7 88 


Nil. Nil. 


72 1,580 


Nil. Nil. 


r 


There are no regular curing 1 



J Included in "j 
6 ^ account of | 

13 500 

Nil. Nil. 

Nil. Nil. 

d in bulk, and un- T 



* The fishermen of these districts have a small chamber attached to n 
their fish. The officers have therefore returned them as curing-houses. 



it of their dwelling houses, in which they c 
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